
You might notice that in this whole chapter, you
don’t hear anything about God. In fact, the whole
book of Esther is like that- God’s name isn’t in
there a single time! Pretty weird, huh? How come
a book that doesn’t talk about God at all is in the
Bible? Isn’t the Bible supposed to be all about
God?
Here’s the thing: the author of the book of Esther
knew that sometimes the way God works isn’t
obvious to us! God does things we can’t see all
the time, which is why we have to trust that God is
in control, even when it doesn’t feel like it. You
might have to take a closer look to see what God
is doing in Esther’s story, and in your life, too, but
things will work out because God cares about us.

Let’s Pray: “God, thank you so much for doing
things for our good behind the scenes. Help us to be
on the lookout for how you are moving in our lives,
even when it doesn’t feel like it. In Jesus’ name, Amen."

Esther 1 & Romans 8:28 DAY 1READ:
Where's God?
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A lot of times, we want to show off when we get
something cool. When you get a good grade, a
cool toy or video game, money for your birthday,
or score a winning point in a sport, it’s really easy
to become proud of ourselves. But the Bible says
that all of those things actually came from God!
He cared enough about you to give you
something you love, and in return, we should give
him credit. That doesn’t mean you have to never
tell anyone when something awesome happens,
but it does mean that we don’t let it get in the way
of us worshipping God for everything he’s done
for us.
Talk as a family about something you can give
God credit for this week.

Let’s Pray: “God, thank you for all of the amazing
gifts you give us! We know they are all from you, and
we want to give you credit for them. Help us to give
you the glory this week. In Jesus’ name, Amen."

Esther 1:1-9 & James 1:17 DAY 2READ:
Show Off
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What would it take to satisfy you? You might think
you really need an Xbox, new shoes, to be friends
with cool kids, or to be the best at a sport or art.
All those things are great! But if you want those
things more than anything else, when you don’t
get them, you might respond like King Xerxes!
When he didn’t get what he wanted, he “became
furious and burned with anger.” Yikes! Even
though he had everything, it wasn’t enough.
But, when we put our hope in God for our
satisfaction, we are never let down! Because God
never runs out of joy, peace, and love to give us.
He helps us to be content in what we have, and in
the things that are most important: our
relationship with him, family and friends, and
loving people who don’t know him yet.

Let’s Pray: “God, thank you for all the awesome
things you have given us! Help us to be satisfied with
you and what we have. In Jesus’ name, Amen."

Esther 1:10-12 & Philippians 4:11-12 DAY 3READ:
Never Enough
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When is a time that you’ve needed help with
something, but you tried to do it on your own? That
situation probably didn’t work out as well as it could
have if you had gotten help! The Bible tells us that
when we’ve got decisions to make, we need to ask
people who we trust know better than us. King
Xerxes asked for help, but he asked the wrong
people! The “wise men” he asked gave him really
bad advice, because they didn’t care what God’s
word said, so he ended up making a bad decision
for all the people he was in charge of.
Take some time to think of some people you trust
to help you the way Jesus would when you are
struggling to make a decision. Write a list of those
people, so next time you need help, you know who
to ask!

Let’s Pray: “God, thank you that you give us people
who know how to help us when we need it. Please show
us who those people are so we can make the right
decisions. In Jesus’ name, Amen."

Esther 1:13-22 & Psalm 1:1-2 DAY 4READ:
Wise Men
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All week we’ve been talking about how God is in
control, even when it doesn’t look like it. We talked
about how God isn’t actually mentioned in Esther at
all, but he’s still there. Jesus is like that, too! We
don’t see Jesus until the New Testament, when he’s
born, but we can see evidence of him in the whole
Bible.
God uses King Xerxes to help us see what ruling a
kingdom without love looks like. We can see that
Xerxes is proud, selfish, cruel, and unforgiving. But
Jesus is the King of Kings, and he shows us what
ruling a kingdom with his love looks like. Jesus is
humble, selfless, kind, and full of grace and mercy.
Jesus is the best King we could ever ask for. When
we decide to be a part of his kingdom, we get to be
under his protection and love.

Let’s Pray: “Jesus, thank you for being the best king
ever! We want to be a part of your kingdom. Please be
with us on our Sabbath today, because we love
spending time with you. In your name, Amen."

Isaiah 9:6-7 DAY 5READ:
Jesus is King
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