
21-DAY EASTER PRAYER GUIDE



And having disarmed the powers 
and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.

C O LO S S I A N S  2 :1 5
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PRAY FIRST

Thank you for partnering with us in this 21 days of experiencing the spectacle of the cross.  

Colossians 2:15 says, “having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against 

us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers 

and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. “ It is only 

through Him that we overcome.  In Him we live, we move, we breathe and we exist. It is all because 

of Jesus and the sacrifice He did on the cross for all human beings.

As we are getting ready to remember this season we are calling you to that place of encounter with 

God.  Use this guide to help you during your time with Jesus these three weeks. Here is a prayer we 

want you to use to start helping you set your mind on the  next 21 days.

Pray first. 

As the world sings triumphant cries to heaven over death that you conquered, help us, Lord, tomor-
row as well, when the dresses are put away and the candy is all eaten and on with life we go let us 
not forget.

The celebration of your resurrection over death is a celebration of life that should continue well 
beyond the sunrise service and the music, rehearsed for days prior; it is beyond the sign of spring, 
beyond the lily, beyond new lambs grazing in open fields.

Resurrection is a daily celebration over fear; man’s greatest and most powerful enemy. Fear of 
tomorrow, fear of our yesterdays, fear of what shall become of our young our old our unborn. 
Resurrection is replacing fear with physical action.

This alone, the most touching and profound of your signs that fear is dead and belief in you brings, 
not just hope but life.

What better living parable could You have brought? All fear death. All. Even in the garden, You took 
on our fear if for only moments, it was as real as our fears can be real and You knew then that this 
single enemy must be destroyed.

And, You sacrificed your life, leaving those who had been comfort, and follower; You left them 
behind, to conquer fear. I shall cling to this now, and the tomorrows given me. Peace and
thanksgiving lifted unto you. Amen.

— Unknown



4

PRAY FIRST
CREATING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER

HAVE A CERTAIN PLAN

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary 

place, where He prayed. (Mark 1:35)

Prayer is most effective when it isn’t something we do every now and then, but when it’s a lifestyle 

we cultivate. To understand how to have a lifestyle of prayer, we can look at the example Jesus gave 

during His life on earth.

Jesus got up early in the morning to spend time with His Heavenly Father. Make a daily appointment 

with God — whether it’s first thing in the morning, at lunch, or in the evening — and faithfully keep it.

Jesus had a specific place He went to pray. Having a designated place to pray helps us remove 

distractions and frees us to worship and pray out loud.

When Jesus taught His disciples how to pray, He gave them a prayer outline. We call it, “The Lord’s 

Prayer.” (Matthew 6:9-15)

As we pray every day, our plans for our prayer time can vary, maybe including 

worship music, Bible reading, and quiet time to listen to God. It doesn’t always have to look the 

same; it just helps when we have a plan for connecting regularly with God.

HAVE A CERTAIN PLACE

HAVE A CERTAIN TIME
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WEEK 1: THE CROSS
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HEBREWS 12:1-2

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to 

the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the 

sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has 

set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who           

initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the 

cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside 

God’s throne.

REFLECTION

Do I know that Jesus came to die on the cross to demonstrate God’s love and 

show His commitment to set me free from sin? Can I identify any sins in my life 

that are keeping me from running the race of faith with endurance? 

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Jesus and His death on the cross provide the pathway to salvation. If you are 

struggling with any sin, pray to God to forgive you and turn away from those 

things. Jump into a microchurch and establish some accountability. Do you 

know of anyone struggling with sin who needs prayer? Take a step and reach 

out. This news is too GOOD to keep to yourself.

Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith and has 
pioneered the way. His way of pursuing the Father is the 
highest example of pursuing the Father passionately and 
fully.

DAY 1
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ROMANS 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.

REFLECTION

Do I truly understand that God loves to forgive? Do I realize how costly sin is? It 

is not like getting dirt on my shirt. My sin cost Jesus His life and in return, I 

receive the free gift of eternal life!

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Are you willing to share this truth with someone today and even invite them to 

Easter service on April 17? What a thought to share! God loves mercy and gives 

eternal life to those who receive it.

The cross is an eternal reminder of what our sin cost the Son 
of God, and it is as much a statement of God’s indictment 
against our sin as it is a declaration of His forgiving love. 

DAY 2
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2 CORINTHIANS 5:21

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God.

1 PETER 3:18

Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for 

sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he 

was raised to life in the Spirit.

REFLECTION

Do I understand that because of my sin? Was I supposed to be on that cross? 

Jesus took the punishment of my sin and gave me His righteousness? It was 

an exchange of my all for His all. My sin put him there, but God’s love drove Him 

there. 

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Give God thanks for this truth. Jesus died a death on the cross I deserved and 

gave me eternal life in return. Share this truth with someone today. Someone 

needs to hear it!

Crucial to understanding the cross is the concept of 
substitution. Jesus died in my place for my sins and paid the 
penalty I could not pay. The Just One died for the unjust. One 
man’s perfect life was substituted for a sinful race. Jesus was 
sacrificed for us and gave Himself for our sins. 

DAY 3
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JOHN 3:18-19

There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who 

does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one 

and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into 

the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions 

were evil.

REFLECTION

Whether a person believes in Jesus or not, every human being has an 

upcoming court date with God at the judgement seat of Christ. Any person who 

puts their faith in Christ today receives a, “NOT GUILTY VERDICT!” Can you 

imagine a judge handing out not guilty verdicts before the court date? But this 

is our God. He loves mercy and loves to forgive those who repent of sin. Do you 

need to repent of sin in your life? Is Jesus Christ the Lord and Savior of your 

life? Today is your day. Call upon His name and receive the forgiveness of sins. 

The cross makes this possible.

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

How can anyone keep this to themselves? Create a prayer list and begin to 

pray for someone you know of that is in need of salvation. Then, reach out to 

one to three people on your list and tell them about this Good News! Invite them 

to microchurch and to Easter Sunday service.  

Jesus came to deal with a sin problem He did not have. His 
holy justice has to be satisfied. Sin must be accounted for in 
His universe and must be punished. God was willing to crush 
His Son for humanity’s sin. 

DAY 4
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ROMANS 5:6-10

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for 

us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, 

though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially 

good. 8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us 

while we were still sinners. 9 And since we have been made right in God’s sight 

by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 

For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we 

were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son.

REFLECTION

The heart is defenseless against two things – undeserved mercy and 

unreserved kindness; that Father in Heaven gave His most precious gift, His 

Son, to die for me at my worst and lowest place. Even when I was an enemy 

of God, a pathway of friendship was restored when Christ shed His blood for 

humanity.

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Many people have bought into the lie that they have to improve themselves 

or be in a better place in order for God to accept them. The good news is that 

there is nothing one can do to earn God’s love. The bad news is, there is nothing 

one can do to earn God’s love. Tell the world! Mercy Wins! 

The cross reminds us of our utter powerlessness to save 
ourselve. But to the humble and contrite the cross is the very 
power and wisdom of God. Come bare to the foot of the cross 
stripped of every vestige of pride, trusting in Christ’s work 
alone, and leave clothed with the righteous garments of 
resplendent royalty. 

DAY 5
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ISAIAH 53

Who has believed our message? To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful 

arm? 2 My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a tender green shoot, 

like a root in dry ground. There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his 

appearance, nothing to attract us to him. 3 He was despised and rejected—a 

man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him 

and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 4 Yet it was 

our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we 

thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own 

sins! 5 But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten 

so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 6 All of us, like 

sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the 

LORD laid on him the sins of us all. 7 He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet 

he never said a word. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is 

silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 8 Unjustly condemned, 

he was led away. No one cared that he died without descendants, that his life 

was cut short in midstream. But he was struck down for the rebellion of my 

people. 9 He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone. But he was 

buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave. 10 But it was the Lord’s 

good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Yet when his life is made an offering 

for sin, he will have many descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and the Lord’s 

good plan will prosper in his hands. 11 When he sees all that is accomplished by 

his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of his experience, my righteous 

servant will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear 

all their sins. 12 I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he 

Christ is the sin-bearer. Christ, in His body, bore the punishment for 
our sin. Not only that, Jesus was also called, “a man of sorrows and 
was acquainted with grief”. He was pierced for our peace and became 
a curse to secure our freedom. An innocent Man died in our place and 
the cross became the place of intercession for the sins of the world.

DAY 6
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exposed himself to death. He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins 

of many and interceded for rebels.

REFLECTION

In the words of John Piper: 

“Let’s close by thinking once more about these last three benefits that the 

Servant, Jesus, achieved for us on the cross: he justifies us; he makes us 

offspring; and he shares the spoils of victory. These three gifts of grace 

correspond to three tremendously deep longings that we have: 

1. We long for some way to get rid of guilt and a bad conscience for all that we 

have done wrong. 

2. We long to be loved and accepted as part of a significant group or a family. 

3. We long to be resourceful people with things at our disposal so we can act 

and fulfill our best intentions. 

The Servant satisfies each of these longings at the cost of his own life: he 

justifies the ungodly; he makes us part of the offspring of God; and he shares 

with us the spoils of universal triumph. And when he does that, we see God: the 

good pleasure of the Lord is prospering in his hand. He sees it and is satisfied.” 

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

The Application for today is to set aside some time to sit alone with God and 

ask the Holy Spirit the following: “Who is this Man, Jesus Christ? And what kind 

of love is it that He has for me?” Second, take time to listen. Lastly, be ready to 

journal because the Holy Spirit loves to talk about and reveal Jesus. 

CONTINUED

DAY 6
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JOHN 3:16-17

For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent 

his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.

REFLECTION

Thinking through the thoughts and verses above, journal your own thoughts 

about how the cross has impacted you. How is God’s love revealed here? Are 

we asking God for access to a room we are already in? Take a moment and 

speak to God these words, “God, I am your daughter.” Or “God, I am your son.” 

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Who do you know that needs to hear about this amazing love of God?

It is too amazing to keep to yourself!

The cross of Christ is a doorway into the deepest places of God’s 
heart. The facts of Jesus’ death can cause the hardest of human 
hearts to repent and be transformed. Once and for all time this 
event displayed God’s heart to men and made possible the nearness 
of men’s hearts to God. This story has moved men and women from 
every religious background to give way under its power. It is our 
eternal privilege to ponder the crucifixion. 

DAY 7
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ROMANS 3:24-26

Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through 

Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God 

presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when 

they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice 

shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not punish those who 

sinned in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them in what he 

would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, 

for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they 

believe in Jesus.

REFLECTION

“For the essence of sin is man substituting himself for God, while the essence 

of salvation is God substituting Himself for man. Man asserts himself against 

God and puts himself where only God deserves to be; God sacrifices Himself 

for man and puts Himself where only man deserves to be. Man claims 

prerogatives which belong to God alone; God accepts penalties which belong 

to man alone.” – John Stott (The Cross of Christ)

In Christ we stand acquitted and justified. He sent His Son as both 
the “defense attorney” and the One who stood in our place to take 
the punishment that we deserved. “We are declared righteous”- 
this sums up the stumbling block of religious people: salvation (all 
aspects of it) is a gift received by faith. There has been a declaration 
in the Divine Court that we are accepted by God without any charge 
or guilt against us; a clean record before God’s sight. This is a legal 
concept. 

DAY 8
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WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

The cross enables God to forgive sin without denying His holiness and justice. 

God does not arbitrarily justify men, rather, He does so according to justice! 

Question: Did God love and desire us before our response or decision? Yes. 

Question: What does our decision do? It puts us in the place to receive God’s 

love. 

Invite someone to Easter Service

SATURDAY, APRIL 16 @ 6:00 PM

SUNDAY, APRIL 17 @ 7:00 AM

SUNDAY, APRIL 17 @ 9:00 AM

SUNDAY, APRIL 17 @11:15  AM

SUNDAY, APRIL 17 @ 7:30 PM AT THE UNIVERSITY AUDITORIUM

CONTINUED

DAY 8



17

PSALM 85:9-10

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, so our land will be filled with 

his glory. 10 Unfailing love and truth have met together. Righteousness and 

peace have kissed!

REFLECTION

It has been said that the cross is the connecting point of Heaven & Earth. Can 

you feel the tension? The cross is the place where love wrestles for God to 

be heard and man to be pitied. On Calvary, Jesus fights for God to be adored 

and man to be accepted. At the cross, one witnesses the suffering heart of the 

Mediator, Jesus, who vindicates His Father’s glorious name and atones for the 

rebellion. It is a divine paradox, because of His just nature, God directed His 

wrath against the sin of humanity, and because of His loving nature bore His 

own wrath in the person of His Son. 

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

When a person is saved (by grace through faith in Christ), what are they saved 

from? Hell? The Devil? Sin? Beloved, we are saved from bearing the wrath of 

God when we are born-again. We are saved BY GOD; We are saved FROM 

GOD; We are saved FOR GOD! Today, ask God for an opportunity to share your 

testimony and describe how God’s love and mercy won your heart. Your story is 

powerful.

The cross is the place where perfect mercy and perfect justice 
meet and embrace one another, where divine holiness and 
divine love find perfect expression, and where righteousness 
and peace kiss. 

DAY 9
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LUKE 9:22-24

Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants 

to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.

REFLECTION

This is an invitation to imitation. The call to become a disciple of Jesus is not 

some weird or abstract lifestyle. It is the invitation to become like Him. These 

words of Jesus are addressing the most fundamental question of our 

existence. Related to discipleship, it is becoming normal for a lifestyle to be 

championed and endorsed that does not conform to Jesus’ example, does not 

agree with His teaching, and that does not bring Him glory. At the judgment 

seat, there is only one standard of righteousness and one version of 

Christianity that God will endorse and approve of: that which is built on the 

foundation of Christ and Him crucified – a life that mirrors and magnifies Jesus. 

This isn’t radical – it is normal Christianity. Are there any areas of resistance 

that are keeping you from carrying your cross daily?

Christianity is impossible without the cross. Christian life 
revolves around coming to the cross and following the 
crucified One. Our acceptance into God’s family begins at the 
cross, and the essence of Christian ministry is to preach the 
cross. 

DAY 10
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WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Get with your microchurch or accountability partner to confess and pray 

through any areas that you possibly have not surrendered fully to the Lord. 

Below is a short list of different ways we can love the people around us. It is 

one thing to love those you know and another to love the ones society says are 

unlovable and even the ones that may say they are your enemy. 

a.   Sacrificing our time to use it for devotion to Jesus and love for others

b.   Sacrificing our money so that we suffer loss and we are able to be rich 

toward God and the things on His heart

c.   Putting the needs of others above our own, even when that is costly to our 

comfort

d.   Loving our enemies to our own hurt and loss as a witness of the truth of 

Jesus

e.   Choosing to minister to those who cannot repay us (the outcast and the 

marginalized) instead of those who will honor us for our service

f.   Declaring the gospel of Christ faithfully, even when it could result in mocking, 

beating, or our own death (either domestically or in foreign missions)

 

CONTINUED

DAY 10
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ROMANS 5:9-11

Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 

saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, 

we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, 

having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this 

so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 

have now received reconciliation.

REFLECTION

As enemies of God, God gave His Son to us. How much more love and power 

will He give to His children? Justifying humans was the difficult part; giving us 

power (grace) for victory in every circumstance is the easy part. Paul says that 

we shall be saved or experience total victory “much more” right now by His life 

or power living within us since we know He loves us and provides for us totally 

as a father loves and provides for his children totally. 

Reconciliation is the language of covenant and 
personal relationship. Two parties were at odds, but in 
Christ the family is restored. The Father is pictured as 
removing enmity, drawing us near, and being at peace with 
His children through the shed blood of His Son. 

DAY 11
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WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

It is time to come into agreement with the truth of who you are in Christ. Stop 

listening to lies and wrong ideas about who you truly are as a child of God. Eph. 

1:3 says that we have received all spiritual blessings in the heavenly places. The 

cross makes the enabling grace and power of God available to you by the Holy 

Spirit. It empowers us to live righteously from our hearts; to live in God’s 

presence with joy in every circumstance. It gives us bold access to God in 

prayer and the ability to live in communion with God all day every day. It assures 

us of God’s favor and acceptance with the many blessings of His love. It gives 

us the guarantee of eternal glory, and authority to reign with Jesus in 

eternity. All this and more is involved in the reign of life through grace. Today, 

simply declare these truths over yourself and maybe find someone to share 

faith with and pray these over them.

CONTINUED

DAY 11
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EPHESIANS 2:4-9

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive 

with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 

been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 

heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might 

show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 

Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 

is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can 

boast.

GALATIANS 2:20

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 

life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me.

God’s justice is displayed at the cross. God’s true, pure love is 
displayed at the cross. Nothing is more precious to the Christian 
believer than a personal awareness of the love of God. Without his 
love, his holiness would terrify us, his power would crush us and 
his eternity (and ours) would be our greatest nightmare. But the 
knowledge that God is love, and that in Christ God has, in love 
committed himself to us to save us from our sin and to reconcile us 
to himself forevermore, brings us both peace and joy. 

DAY 12
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REFLECTION

God wanting us as His inheritance speaks of His desire for us. God has had 

eternal longings in His heart for a people. The longings of God do not flow from 

lack but rather come from Him who is self-sufficient and infinitely complete in 

Himself. God loves us with an everlasting love. There are significant emotional 

implications in knowing that we are to be enthroned, robed, and crowned in our 

destiny before God. We feel great security, dignity and beauty. When we “feel 

these truths,” we view God and ourselves differently and can worship with all of 

our heart. 

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Would you share the story of God’s loving-kindness with someone who needs 

encouragement today? As we consider God's passion and wisdom in planning 

such a great salvation for us we wonder, “Who else would have even thought of 

enthroning, robing and crowning a people like us? Why has God done such 

extravagant things for us?” He is a God of infinite kindness. Share the Good 

News of this!

CONTINUED

DAY 12
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ROMANS 8:37-39

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

COLOSSIANS 1:13-14

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 

of sins.

REFLECTION

The power that created the worlds, the power that raised Christ from the dead, 

is the grace that is available to help us change our appetites and overcome sin, 

the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life. By grace 

we were brought to newness of life. We were dead—not able to respond to 

God. But God, being rich in mercy, forgave those who repented before Him and 

by grace made them (and us) alive in Christ. 

The cross made atonement possible. The atonement is also viewed 
as having destroyed the works of the devil and as having set 
humanity free from the grip and bondage of the Evil One. With sin 
atoned for, power is given to humanity to overcome temptation and 
sin, and the enemy of Go; the one who deceived us in the garden and 
usurped our authority over creation, loses his authority over 
mankind. 

DAY 13
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WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

THE CROSS OF CHRIST NOT ONLY MAKES THE WAY OF SALVATION POSSIBLE BUT 

IT SHOULD ALSO PRODUCE GREAT AFFECTION IN THE HEART OF A DISCIPLE. 

THE CROSS IS THE DELIGHT OF THE SAINTS.

A.   THE CROSS PRODUCES GREAT AFFECTION IN THE HEART OF THE DISCIPLE.

B.   THE CROSS ENABLES US TO BE DEAD TO SIN AND ALIVE TO GOD.

C.   THE CROSS COMPELS US TO A LIFE OF SELF-SACRIFICE.

D.   THE CROSS ENCOURAGES US TO ENDURE PERSECUTION AND SUFFERING.

E.   THE CROSS DEMANDS WE FORGIVE OUR ENEMIES.

F.    THE CROSS INVITES US INTO A TRANSCENDENT LIFE. 

CONTINUED

DAY 13
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JOHN 17:1-5

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the hour 

has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted 

him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 

given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by 

finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your 

presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

REFLECTION

Jesus after instituting the Lord’s Supper and after sharing encouraging words 

with His disciples offers His high priestly prayer just prior to His rejection, 

scourging, and crucifixion. In v.1-5 He connects with the desires of His Father. 

He’s done all that His Father requested. Then in v. 6-19 He prays for the eleven. 

He proclaims that their faith is authentic and that they truly believe. He states 

that He has kept them and prays that they would be protected from the evil 

one. He prays for their sanctification in truth. Then in v. 20-26, He envisions the 

unfolding of the future. He’s viewing all those who come to belief in Him through 

the witness the apostles. He’s looking at you and me. Beholding the Bride 

through the ages, His heart overflows, and He lays forth His mission statement 

for them – Communion and Fruitfulness.

What was the cross accomplishing? Glory! A powerful demonstra-
tion of God’s glory— the harmony, balance, and perfection of the 
attributes of God. The cross displays God’s virtues in one holy event, 
a declaration to the ages: “This is what your God is like.” It is the 
beauty of God. Because of the cross we have no doubts about His 
loving, righteous nature. 
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WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Read all of John 17 and think for a moment – this is the day before He is to be 

crucified. Knowing that He is going to die on a cross, is the moment you get to 

see the desire of His heart. What would you be thinking about? I would be 

seeking a way out. A way of escape…but this Jesus is different. What was he 

thinking about? You! He was thinking of you and prayed for you before you 

were even born. What is God after? What is the Church to look like? In two 

words Jesus was after union and glory—the fullness of Him expressing Himself 

in and through the complete filling of us. The people of God are to be typified by 

the highest level of communion and fruitfulness. There are two things we can 

be assured of in this prayer of Jesus; His prayer is true and it will be answered in 

fullness. 

CONTINUED
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

Today, read the verses related to the Sunday prior (i.e. Palm Sunday) to Friday’s 

crucifixion.

1.   Sunday – Entry into Jerusalem (Mt. 21:1-11; Mk. 11:1-11; Lk. 19:28-40; Jn. 12:12-18)

2.   Sunday – Jesus weeps over Jerusalem (Lk. 19:41-44)

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Missionally, prayer walk your neighborhoods, share the Good News of the Cross 

daily. Let’s canvas our cities and believe that God will bring in a Great Harvest this 

year; THIS EASTER!

The final seven days of this guide will take you through a Bible 
reading plan focusing on the days leading up to the crucifixion of 
Jesus (on a Friday) and shortly thereafter. You can use this Bible 
reading plan as a guide with your family and your microchurches. 
Read, then discuss the story and pray together as the Holy Spirit 
leads you. Make sure that you also continue to invite friends, 
neighbors and family who have not met Jesus to any one of the 
services on Easter weekend. We are praying and believing for a 
Great Harvest of souls to be saved and baptized. The last page also 
has the reading plan in a table format in case that may be easier for 
you. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

1.   Monday – The second cleansing of the Temple (Mt. 21:12-13; Mk. 11:15-19; Lk. 

19:45-48), 

2.   Monday – Jesus blesses the children (Mt. 21:14-17).

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Prayer walk your neighborhoods, share the Good News of the Cross daily. Let’s 

canvas our cities and believe that God will bring in a Great Harvest this year; 

THIS EASTER!

Monday
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

1.    Tuesday – Withering of the Fig Tree & Faith (Mt. 21:18-22; Mk. 11;12-14, 20-24)

2.   Tuesday – Inquisition of the Greeks (Jn. 12:20-36)

3.   Tuesday – Summary of Jesus’ Ministry & Appeal for Faith (Jn. 12:44-50)

4.   Tuesday – The Question of Authority (Mt. 21:23-27; Mk. 11:27-33; Lk. 20:1-8)

5.   Tuesday – Parable of the Two Sons (Mt. 21:28-32)

6.   Tuesday – Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen (Mt. 21:33-46; Mk. 12:1-12; Lk. 

20:9-19)

7.   Tuesday – Parable of the Great Supper (Mt. 22:1-14; Lk. 14:15-24)

8.   Tuesday – On Paying Tribute to Caesar (Mt. 22:15-22; Mk. 12:13-17; Lk. 

20:20-26)

9.   Tuesday – Question about the Resurrection (Mt. 22:23-33; Mk. 12:18-27; Lk. 

20:27-40)

10.   Tuesday – The Great Commandment (Mt. 22:34-40; Mk. 12:28-34)

11.   Tuesday – Question of David’s Son (Mt. 22:41-46; Mk. 12:35-37; Lk. 20:41-

44)

12.   Tuesday – Woes (Mt. 23:1-36; Mk. 12:37-40; Lk. 20:45-47)

13.   Tuesday – Widow’s Two Mites (Lk. 21:1-4)

14.   Tuesday – Prediction of Destruction of Temple & Olivet Discourse (Mt. 24:1-

25:46; Mk. 13:1-37; Lk. 21:5-38)

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

Prayer walk your neighborhoods, share the Good News of the Cross daily. 

Tuesday - This was an eventful day full of parables, political 
drama, and some prophecies made by Jesus.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

1.   Wednesday – Judas agrees to betray Jesus. (Mt. 26:14-16; Mk. 14:10-11; Lk. 

22:4-6)

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?
Reflect on what was in Jesus heart as He prepared to embrace the cup of 
suffering the following day.  How did He feel?  What words and silent 
movements filled His conversation with  the Father that day?

Wednesday - Nothing is recorded regarding the teaching of 
Jesus.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

1.   Thursday – Disciples Prepare for the Passover (Mt.26:17-19; Mk. 14:12-16; Lk. 22:7-13; 

Jn. 13:1) 

2.   Thursday – Christ Washes the Disciples’ Feet (Jn. 13:2-20)

3.   Thursday – Christ Announces Judas, the Betrayer (Mt. 26:21-22; Mk. 14:18-19; Lk. 

22:21-23; Jn. 13:21-26)

4.   Thursday – Jesus & the Disciples Have the Last Supper (Mt. 26:20-30; Mk. 14:17-26; 

Lk. 22:14-30; Jn. 13:27-30)

5.   Thursday – Jesus Announces His Departure & Predicts Peter’s Denial (Mt. 26:34-35; 

Mk. 14:30-31; Lk. 22:33-34; Jn. 13:31-38)

6.   Thursday – Christ Comforts His Disciples (Jn. 14:1-31)

7.   Thursday – After Last Supper-Jesus Teaches He is the True Vine (Jn. 15:1-25)

8.   Thursday – The Promise of the Holy Spirit (Jn. 15:26-16:15)

9.   Thursday – Jesus Predicts His Death & Resurrection (Jn. 16:16-33)

10.   Thursday – Jesus prays for Himself, the apostles, & future disciples (Jn. 17:1-26)

11.   Thursday – Jesus Agonizes in the Garden (Mt. 26:36-46; Mk. 14:32-42; Lk. 22:39-46; 

Jn. 18:1-2)

12.   Thursday – Jesus is Betrayed & Arrested (Mt. 26:47-56; Mk. 14:43-52; Lk. 22:47-53; 

Jn. 18:3-11)

13.   Thursday – 1ST Jewish Trial before Annas & Peter’s 1st denial* (Mt. 26:69-70; Mk. 

14:66-68; Lk. 22:55-57; Jn. 18:12-23*)

14.   Thursday – 2nd Jewish trial before Caiaphas (Jn. 18:24-27)

15.   Thursday – Peter Denies Knowing Jesus (Mt. 26:69-75; Mk. 14:66-72; Lk. 22:54-65)

16.   Thursday – The Council of Religious Leaders Condemns Jesus (Mt. 27:1-2; Mk. 15:1; 

Lk. 22:66-71)

Thursday – The drama begins to unfold as Christ shares His 
last supper with the disciples before being arrested. There are 
quite a few emotional and dramatic events that should cause 
the reader’s heart to be undone.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

1.   Friday – Jesus stands Trial before Pilate (Mt. 27:11-14; Mk. 15:2-5; Lk. 23:1-5; Jn. 18:28-

37)

2.   Friday – Jesus stands Trial before Herod (Lk. 23:6-12)

3.   Friday – Pilate Hands Jesus over to be Crucified (Mt. 27:15-26; Mk. 15:6-15; Lk. 23:13-

25; Jn. 18:38-19:16)

4.   Friday – Jesus is Led Away to be Crucified (Mt. 27:32-34; Mk. 15:21-24; Lk. 23:26-31; 

Jn. 19:7)

5.   Friday – Jesus is Placed on the Cross (Mt. 27:35-44; Mk. 15:25-32; Lk. 23:32-43; Jn. 

Friday & Saturday – Jesus is crucified. How far is love willing 
to go for the sake of saving the world? Can you imagine how the 
women closest to Jesus felt? The shame His disciples must have 
felt for abandoning their friend and Rabbi, Jesus? What must 
have John felt? The night before, he laid his head on Jesus’ chest 
and heard the heartbeat of His Beloved and now he witnesses 
Jesus on that cross crying out, fighting for every breath in 
agony. The prophet Isaiah foretold of the Suffering Servant of the 
Lord, suffering over 700 years prior to the cross event. What was 
it like for Mary, the mother of Jesus? The One the disciples were 
breaking bread with, singing and laughing with just one night 
ago, is now disfigured beyond human recognition. “But many 
were amazed when they saw him. His face was so disfigured he 
seemed hardly human, and from his appearance, one would 
scarcely know he was a man” (Isaiah 52:14). Just before taking 
His last breath, Jesus said, “It is finished!”, and He gave up His 
spirit. The duration of the crucifixion? Six hours…
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19:18-27)

6.   Friday – Jesus Dies on the Cross (Mt. 27:45-56; Mk. 15:33-41; Lk. 23:44-49; 

Jn. 19:28-37)

7.   Friday – Jesus is Laid in the Tomb (Mt. 27:57-61; Mk. 15:42-47; Lk. 23:50-56; 

Jn. 19:38-42)

WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?
Reflect on what just happened. The God-Man has been killed. The madness 
started to wane. Compulsion turned to sorrow as the crowd realized in the 
deep darkness that something scandalous had occurred. Staring at the 
dead body of Jesus, the centurion broke the silence and added to the guilt of 
the moment: “This was a righteous Man!” Something went dead wrong, and 
someone was guilty. Someone had blood on their hands. Who? 

Octavius Winslow answers the question of who killed Jesus: “Who delivered 
up Jesus to die? Not Judas, for money; not Pilate, for fear; not the Jews, for 
envy;—but the Father, for love! . . . On the human level, Judas gave Him up to 
the priests, who gave Him up to Pilate, who gave Him up to the soldiers, who 
crucified Him. But on the divine level, the Father gave Him up, and He gave 
Himself up, to die for us. As we face the cross, then, we can say to ourselves 
both “I did it, my sins sent Him there” and “He did it, His love took Him there.” 
BUT WAIT…THE STORY DOESN’T END HERE…

Friday and Saturday continuation
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

1.   Sunday – Jesus Raised from the Dead and appears to the women first (Mt. 28:1-7; 

Mk. 16:1-8; Lk. 24:1-12; Jn. 20:1-10)

2.   Sunday – Jesus Appears to Two Believers on the Road (Mk. 16:12-13; Lk. 24:13-

35)

3.   Sunday – Jesus Appears to the Disciples behind Closed Doors (Lk. 24:36-43; Jn. 

20:19-23)

WE MADE IT!
21 DAYS OF BEHOLDING AND EXPERIENCING THE CROSS. GIVE GOD THE 
HIGHEST PRAISE BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST IS ALIVE!

Did you know that Jesus was around for 40 days after being raised from the dead? 
See the chart on the last page to see who He appeared to. For those that are 
curious, this guide is a compilation of different books and sources along with some 
personal journal reflections on the cross. The sources will be listed on the last page 
along with the Bible reading chart on the last page. Thank you for joining together 
on this corporate journey. Be blessed today and thank God for all the salvations 
and baptisms that will happen as a result of all of your prayers, evangelism efforts 
and your heart for partnering with the mission of Jesus to makes disciples. We also 
pray that you encountered the Lord in a special way during this time and that you 
continue to love God with all of your being! 

We love you all!,
The Prayer Team

P.S. – If any of you would like to share any testimonies please email us at oroche@
greenhousechurch.org. 

Resurrection Sunday – The tomb is empty! Love has won and 
death has been defeated! Jesus rose from the dead and begins 
to appear to His disciples!
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LIST OF SOURCES- 1) John Piper-The Pleasures of Loving God, 2) John Stott-The Cross of Christ, 3) 

Allen Hood-The Excellencies of Christ (Ch.13-16), 4) Craig S. Keener-The Historical Jesus of the Gospels




